
 
 

MATILDA CHARACTER BREAKDOWN 
 

PLEASE NOTE: All children are supposed to be between the ages of 5-10 - primarily 5-6 
years old 

 
Matilda - She’s smart. We mean smart on smart. In fact, Matilda might be the smartest 
character we've ever met, and that makes us like her. A lot. She's special. 
 
Lavender - Lavender is another of the students in Miss Honey's class, one of the few who can 
read and spell a little already when the school year starts. If Matilda weren't in the class too, 
Lavender might be the class's shining star. 
 
Hortensia - Hortensia is the older girl that Matilda and Lavender meet during one of their first 
recess periods at Crunchem Hall. She's about twice their age, already ten, and a veteran of 
battles with the Trunchbull. 
 
Bruce Bogtrotter - Poor Bruce. He's the slightly older boy who steals some of the Trunchbull's 
cake and is punished by her in front of an entire assembly. Except, it doesn't turn out too bad for 
the kid, and in the end, Bruce comes out on top.  
 
Nigel, Rupert, Eric, & Wilfred - Despite the Trunchbull's comment that small girls are more evil 
than small boys—"'a bad girl is a far more dangerous creature than a bad boy. What's more, 
they're much harder to squash'" It seems like the Trunchbull picks on male students more than 
she picks on the girls, overall. Nigel, Rupert, Eric, and Wilfred each have the bad luck to come 
to her attention. 
 
Fred - Fred is Matilda's neighbor and friend, a boy about her own age. He's primarily important 
in Matilda because he has a parrot for a pet. Matilda borrows the parrot to play a prank on her 
family, and Fred is all too happy to loan it to her—once Matilda gives him her allowance in 
exchange, that is. 
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