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INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION

Now more than ever, Montana’s youth need the life-skills needed to become healthy and productive members 
of society. Arts education plays a vital role in filling that need, providing academic and cultural enrichment in the 
process.

	 “Sustained	involvement	in	theatre	arts	encourages	improvement	in	the	reading	efficiency	of	low-income	
youth.	Nearly	20%	more	students	involved	in	theatre	were	reading	at	high	proficiency	by	the	12th	grade	

compared	to	their	non-theatre	peers.”

 -	Canterall,	J.S.	Chapleau,	R.,	&	Iwanaga,	J.	(1999).	Champions	of	Change:		The	Impact	of	Arts	on	Learning.

THE PROGRAM
Alpine Kids! Theatre Project (AKTP) is an after-school educational outreach program 
offered by Alpine Theatre Project, Montana’s world-class professional theatre. Its 
mission is to foster confidence and creativity in local youth in grades 1-12 through 
work on a full theatrical production. Taught by ATP’s roster of theatre professionals, 
students learn about the importance of self-discipline, improvisation, teamwork, 
creativity, and confidence – valuable life-skills in today’s world. Each year, over 150 
local children from all geographic and socio-economic backgrounds take part in the 
program, including students with learning and physical disabilities. The AKTP program 
has enriched the lives of over 1,000 to date.

THE PHILOSOPHY
The AKTP program is based on the philosophy that every child, regardless of circumstance, deserves access 
to the transformative power that only comes from participation in the performing arts. To that end, every child 
who auditions for the program is accepted. Tuition is waived for any family that needs assistance. No student is 
ever turned away.

 “What	you	have	done	with	my	son	is	nothing	short	of	a	miracle.”
 -	Janet	Espeseth,	mother	of	an	AKTP	student	diagnosed	with	Autism

THE NEED
The annual cost of the AKTP program currently sits just over $60,000 for two 
sessions: a Spring session for high school students and a Fall session for 
elementary and middle school students. Expenses include production and 
rehearsal materials such as costumes, scenery, props, scripts, production 

royalties, and production labor fees. These costs are offset somewhat by ticket sales to the final production 
and a small tuition fee, though tuition is waived for any student in need.  AKTP relies on the support of the 
community through donations and sponsorship to survive.

We urge you to consider supporting this worthy endeavor by becoming an AKTP donor or sponsor. Your 
contribution will enable AKTP to continue to reach hundreds of local students and make a lasting, positive 
impact in the lives of our children.

For more information, please contact Luke Walrath at (406) 862-7469 or luke@atpwhitefish.org

ALPINE KIDS! THEATRE PROJECT



PO Box 1959 • Whitefish, MT 59937 • (406) 862-7469 • atpwhitefish.org

A HANDS-ON ARTS EDUCATION

High school and college students are given the opportunity to work alongside our company of theatre professionals, 
giving them an in-depth look at what it takes to produce professional theatre.

THE PROGRAM
ATP Interships are designed for high school and college students who are serious 
about learning what it takes to produce professional theatre. Interns are placed in 
various positions according to skill level and area of interest, including both onstage, 
backstage, and in administration. Interns are placed under the tutelage of ATP’s 
professionals to receive hands-on training. Interns can arrange to receive college 
credit and Actors Equity Membership Candidacy Points.

ATP Interns are provided with housing and a small stipend to cover food and travel costs while working with 
ATP.

“And	here	ends	the	most	amazing	journey	of	my	life	with	such	amazing	people!	I	will	
never	forget	these	couple	of	months	even	if	I	wanted	to,	most	amazing	time	of	my	life!”
       

-	ATP	Student

THE NEED
The annual cost of the Internship Program is over $25,000 which includes the cost of housing, transporation, 
and food stipends.

Internships are provided to studetns free of charge, and all expenses are shouldered 
by Alpine Theatre Project and are not offset by any other revenue.

We hope that you will consider supporting this program and giving our local students, 
as well as students from around the country, the opportunity to work alongside some 
of the most accomplished theatre professionals in the nation.

For more information, please contact Luke Walrath at (406) 862-7469 or luke@atpwhitefish.org
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